
Chapter 3: Values, Vision, and Guiding Principles

Chapter 3

Values, Vision, and Guiding 
Principles 

The vision and values of Jamestown for this comprehensive plan update 
is derived from the community values and vision presented in the nine 
Guiding Principles, Jamestown Area Long Term Recovery Plan (LTRP) 
and the Land Use and Housing Study. The Jamestown community spent 
many months on the development of the LTRP and, although the process 
was not for the preparaƟ on of a comprehensive plan, community values 
were idenƟ fi ed and a vision established that remain valid and should be 
respected.   

This comprehensive plan update conƟ nues the aspects and elements of 
these planning eff orts (including the 1981 Jamestown Comprehensive 
Plan and the LTRP) as well as builds a conƟ nued long term approach to 
ensure the vision and values of the community are honored and upheld 
through appropriate, town-specifi c goals, policies, and strategies.
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Figure 3-1: Drop structures along James Creek
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Jamestown Comprehensive Plan

Vision Statements 

The Built Environment

Jamestown is a unique mountain town with residenƟ al properƟ es, necessary faciliƟ es to support 
those residences, and enough acƟ vity to support the Jamestown MercanƟ le. New opportuniƟ es 
and aff ordable housing opƟ ons allow for a diverse populaƟ on that includes families that support 
the conƟ nuance of the Jamestown Elementary School. 

Jamestown develops and evolves in a manner that enhances public gathering spaces while 
ensuring privacy and quality of life. Residents have ease of mobility and pedestrians, cyclists 
and automobiles move safely around town. Infrastructure is integrated into the mountain 
environment and systems are resilient and environmentally, fi nancially, and technologically 
sustainable. The rural, unpaved roads contribute to the mountain character.

The Natural Environment

Jamestown is a community that acts as a good steward of the region’s ecosystem; one that lives 
with nature and not in confl ict with it. The community is commiƩ ed to share the beauty of and 
teach respect for the mountain canyon and its fl ora and fauna. Accessible natural resources that 
support outdoor recreaƟ onal opportuniƟ es help retain the aestheƟ c and tranquil character of 
the community. Culturally signifi cant landmarks that contribute to the community’s sense of 
place are well preserved. 

Governance

Jamestown is a place of local autonomy, self-government, and self-suffi  ciency. Residents, who 
value inclusivity, acceptance, and transparency, are highly engaged and unifi ed as a community 
in decisions that aff ect them. CommunicaƟ on between residents and their local government is 
strong as a fi scally responsible future for the Town is secured. 

SupporƟ ve Services

Jamestown holds a strong sense of community and neighborliness that includes the greater 
Jamestown area. Jamestown is a diverse and tolerant community accepƟ ng all individuals, 
families, and groups. Vulnerable populaƟ ons, parƟ cularly the elderly and homebound, are 
supported by community members who fi ll many of the service gaps not provided by the Town. 
As a resilient and self-reliant community, residents conƟ nually improve levels of emergency 
preparedness and response as well as miƟ gate against future wild fi res and fl oods.

Culture

A vibrant community through arts, culture, recreaƟ on and history is the Jamestown tradiƟ on 
and idenƟ ty. Residents foster a rich music and arts community and promote town faciliƟ es - such 
as Elysian Park and the Town Square - that provide a presentaƟ on ground where everyone can 
parƟ cipate. Community assets are robust and engaging and this vital tradiƟ on for the community 
is enhanced over Ɵ me.  
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The Nine Guiding Principles

In 2013, the Jamestown community developed and adopted nine Guiding Principles to help guide 
decisions and direcƟ ons not only for the near term but also for decades to come.  The following 
are the nine Guiding Principles:    

1. Character of the Community/Sense of Place: Make planning decisions that promote 
Jamestown’s unique sense of place and disƟ ncƟ ve community character. Residents want 
to be engaged and unifi ed as a community in decisions that aff ect them.

2. Diverse Social and Economic Structure: Promote the wellbeing of a diverse and tolerant 
community accepƟ ng all individuals, families, and groups. The community strongly 
expressed their requirement for inclusivity and acceptance of all in community decision 
making.

3. Arts and Culture: Foster a vibrant arts community which supports local arƟ sts and the 
preservaƟ on of culturally signifi cant landmarks to contribute to the community’s sense of 
place. This mountain community is tradiƟ onally connected to art in all its many splendid 
forms and wants to keep them vital in Jamestown. 

4. Autonomy, Self-Governance and Self-Reliance: Uphold Jamestown tradiƟ ons which 
promote local autonomy, self-government, and self-suffi  ciency. TradiƟ onally, Jamestown 
has had a transparent and limited approach to governing their community and has 
expressed a strong desire to conƟ nue with their tradiƟ onal approach to government. 

5. Environmental PreservaƟ on: Enhance the management of natural resources to support 
outdoor recreaƟ onal opportuniƟ es and to preserve the aestheƟ c and tranquil character 
of the community. The mountain community of Jamestown is commiƩ ed to share the 
beauty of and teach respect for the mountain canyon and its fl ora and fauna. 

6. Infrastructure: Design infrastructure that features integrated and resilient systems that 
are environmentally, fi nancially, and technologically sustainable. Residents expressed 
interest in building a sustainable community with a low impact upon the environment.

7. Be Economically Sustainable: Improve Town revenue levels and opƟ mize future funding 
opportuniƟ es. Jamestown realizes that economic viability is necessary to ensure 
municipal solvency and responsible maintenance of infrastructure.

8. Community Development: Guide Jamestown in a manner that enhances public gathering 
spaces and maintains aff ordable housing opƟ ons while ensuring exisƟ ng privacy and 
quality of life. The community sees the need to conƟ nue the character of Jamestown 
through aff ordable housing, open spaces, a strong regard for privacy, and access to the 
natural environment. 

9. Children and Families: Protect local insƟ tuƟ ons, tradiƟ ons and resources that support 
youth educaƟ on and strong families. The community expressed a strong desire to be 
a community that would be aƩ racƟ ve for young families through aff ordable housing, 
and idenƟ fi able community places such as the school, the Jamestown MercanƟ le, town 
square and church.
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Jamestown Comprehensive Plan

Value and Vision Statements of the Jamestown Area Long Term Recovery Plan
 
Between 2013 and 2016, the Town conducted two addiƟ onal planning processes that harnessed 
community values and developed a vision for the community. These processes resulted in the 
Jamestown Area Long Term Recovery Plan (LTRP) and the Land Use and Housing Study. 

During the LTRP process, the community planning groups acƟ vely sought input from area 
residents throughout the planning process through a series of community events. Each was 
designed to off er diff erent environments and diff erent methods of engagement in order to solicit 
the most feedback from a diverse populaƟ on. The nine Guiding Principles were used to help 
frame the conversaƟ on. 

Residents expressed a strong desire for improving communicaƟ on between residents and their 
local government and securing a fi scally sustainable future for the Town. They were supporƟ ve 
of maintaining strong emergency services, restoring the natural environment, expanding 
community assets, increasing mobility through town, increasing support for vulnerable 
populaƟ ons (especially seniors), and replacing lost housing from the 2013 fl ood event. 

The following are the vision and value statements from that outreach process: 
• Create a more open, transparent, parƟ cipatory and inclusive local government.
• Build a strong sense of community that includes the greater Jamestown area.
• Restore the community value of self-reliance.
• Foster a sense of safety by being prepared, and planning and miƟ gaƟ ng for fi re and fl ood.
• Ensure we sustain diversity in our populaƟ on through aff ordability and opportunity.
• Resolve long-standing traffi  c and road issues.
• Restore and enhance the community’s appearance and natural condiƟ ons.
• Keep Jamestown “Jamestown”.

From these vision and value statements, areas of focus were created and the community 
intension expanded:

Healthy Local Government and Civic Culture

Jamestown is driven by volunteers. The Town has a very small budget and staff . Things get 
done when someone steps up to make it happen. Invigorated local parƟ cipaƟ on in community 
decision making and project acƟ on is paramount for the community to conƟ nue successfully. In 
addiƟ on, the community desires a Town government that is fi scally responsible now and into the 
future.

Safe Community

Jamestown envisions itself as a safe and self-suffi  cient community. To conƟ nue to be resilient 
and self-reliant, it is important for the community to conƟ nually improve emergency 
preparedness and response approaches as well as to miƟ gate the severity of future fi res and 
fl oods.
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SupporƟ ve Community Services

Neighborliness and strengthening the sense of community in the greater Jamestown area 
are strong values in Jamestown. While people have always helped each other out, there is 
sƟ ll a criƟ cal need to provide support to vulnerable populaƟ ons, parƟ cularly the elderly and 
homebound. Since the Town lacks many supporƟ ve services available in larger communiƟ es, the 
community itself aims to fi ll some of the service gaps. 

Geƫ  ng Around Town

While Jamestown is small, walkable, and rural in character, its primary transportaƟ on artery 
is a highly traveled County Road that connects to a NaƟ onal Scenic Byway. The community 
desires appropriately scaled soluƟ ons to longstanding confl icts around pedestrian, cyclist and 
automobile safety and circulaƟ on as well as improving mobility for all in and around town.

Living With Nature

Residents live in Jamestown largely for its beauƟ ful seƫ  ng and access to nature. Living 
harmoniously with nature is important to conƟ nue these aspects. Jamestown envisions a 
community that acts as a good steward of the region’s ecosystem; one that lives with nature and 
not in confl ict with it.  

Land Use and Housing 

Townspeople have expressed the desire to retain the community character as it is today: 
a unique mountain town with residenƟ al properƟ es, necessary faciliƟ es to support those 
residences, and enough acƟ vity to support the Jamestown MercanƟ le. The community also 
recognizes the need to provide new opportuniƟ es and aff ordable housing opƟ ons to allow for 
a diverse populaƟ on that includes families that will support the conƟ nuance of the Jamestown 
Elementary School. Developing community capacity for addressing planning related issues will 
help ensure a balance between the two goals.

Figure 3-2: Jamestown community quilt

Vibrant Community Assets

A vibrant community through arts, 
culture, recreaƟ on and history is the 
Jamestown tradiƟ on and idenƟ ty. 
The community has a rich music and 
arts community and values the town 
faciliƟ es - such as Elysian Park and 
the Town Square - that provide a 
presentaƟ on ground where the enƟ re 
community can parƟ cipate. Ensuring 
community assets remain robust and 
engaging is vital for the community as 
it evolves over Ɵ me.  
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Value and Vision Statements of the Land Use and Housing Study

• Maintain the past rate of growth and the exisƟ ng housing typology in the community, which 
is single-family detached structures with allowances for accessory dwelling units.

• Manage growth consistent with maintaining the mountain character of Jamestown.
• Keep Jamestown Elementary School open.
• Develop in ways that improve the Town’s safety and resiliency against natural hazards.
• Accommodate new growth in a way that maintains the Town’s fi scal health.
• Honor the Town’s heritage and culture.
• Bolster the Town’s fi nancial health and support ways of idenƟ fying new sources of revenue 

(property taxes, alternaƟ ve revenue sources, increased housing, etc.).
• Improve the safety and sustainability of the Town.
• Provide for aging in place, a mix of ages, and a mix of incomes. 

Value and Vision Statements of the 1981 Comprehensive Plan
• Maintain small town character
• Limit development to central area (water service area)
• Guide development by Town’s ability to provide service 
• Add opportunity for commercial growth
• Provide for moderate amount of growth 
• Assure a pleasant, healthy, and safe environment
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Figure 3-3: Jamestown from above


