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External Factors

Future development on the land surrounding Jamestown has the 
potenƟ al to aff ect the town in many direct and indirect ways. These 
impacts include:
• Fiscal impact costs incurred due to wear and tear on roads, new 

housing needs
• Air, water, and noise polluƟ on
• Possible damage to visual features
• Disturbance to recreaƟ on areas used by town residents
• Impacts on physical structures and infrastructure
• Impacts due to increased transportaƟ on
• Impacts due to the possibility of increased populaƟ on growth.

Mining is an example of an outside development which could have 
impact on the town even if the mine is not located within the town 
boundaries.  Air, water, and noise polluƟ on, increased traffi  c, and damage 
to visual features are some of the impacts which could result from 
outside mining acƟ vity.  Jamestown is parƟ cularly vulnerable to these 
types of external impacts because of the long history with mining in the 
area.  

Because of these potenƟ al impacts, Jamestown should be involved with 
the Forest Service and Boulder County in determining the posiƟ ve and 
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Figure 9-1: The area south of town known as Owens Flats is located on U.S. Forest Service land.
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negaƟ ve impacts on the town before approving any type of development - even though these 
areas are not directly under the town’s jurisdicƟ on.

Residents would also like to protect and preserve NaƟ onal Forest land in and around town. As 
conveyed in the Jamestown Area Long-Term Recovery Plan, the community values living within 
a natural environment. The forest lands provide acƟ ve and passive recreaƟ on, create aestheƟ c 
beauty, and provide habitat for the resident wildlife. In addiƟ on to protecƟ ng these areas from 
development and use impacts, the community has expressed the desire for conƟ nued respecƞ ul 
access to the surrounding NaƟ onal Forest and decisions on how or whether to improve trail 
access to the forest will need to include full collaboraƟ on between public land managers and the 
community 1.

By establishing a review process and a set of criteria to study the posiƟ ve and   negaƟ ve impacts 
of development, Jamestown would have the opportunity to protect its small town atmosphere 
and mountain seƫ  ng.  

Current Plans and Intergovernmental Agreements in regard to Land Use
Super IGA Boulder County Comprehensive Development Plan 
Jamestown has an Intergovernmental Agreement (IGA) with Boulder County for the purpose of 
planning and regulaƟ ng the development of land in the Jamestown vicinity.  The Super IGA is 
held by Boulder County and is an agreement among the several municipaliƟ es within the county, 
not just Jamestown. Through the IGA, the County agrees to preserve, to the extent legally 
possible, the “non-urban” character of the land surrounding Jamestown and discourage new 
concentraƟ ons of residenƟ al, commercial, or industrial land outside the Jamestown service area. 
In addiƟ on, the County agrees to refer to the Town, for comment, all development proposals 
within three miles of the town limits and give serious consideraƟ ons to Town concerns. In the 
IGA, no annexaƟ ons to the Town are to be considered without an amendment to the Jamestown 
and the Boulder County comprehensive plans.

Boulder County Comprehensive Plan
The Boulder County Comprehensive Plan also adopts the special interest areas note for 
protecƟ on in the Jamestown Comprehensive Plan. The current Boulder County Comprehensive 
Town includes the 1981 Jamestown Comprehensive Plan with the policies and land use map 
being adopted and other porƟ ons of the plan recognized. 

Jamestown Area Long-Term Recovery Plan
The Jamestown Area Long-Term Recovery Plan includes direcƟ on to work with the Forest Service 
to conƟ nue non-motorized access to area forest land. 

1  Jamestown Area Long-Term Recovery Plan
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External Factors Policy
1. Jamestown should maintain its small town character while allowing for moderate growth 

in and around the town.  This should be accomplished by maintaining a workable balance 
between new growth in the vicinity and the Town’s fi nancial, physical, and social capabiliƟ es 
to handle the impacts of new growth as well as conƟ nued relaƟ onships with Boulder County 
and the Forest Service.

External Factors Proposed Programs
1. Jamestown should conƟ nue to work with Boulder County for evaluaƟ ng any development 

and land uses on the land surrounding the town.    
 o  Work with the County to adopt the 2017 update of the Jamestown Comprehensive  
 Plan into the Boulder County Comprehensive Plan. 
 o  ConƟ nue to parƟ cipate in regional land use review with the County.

2. The framework for a development and use review process between Jamestown and the 
Forest Service should be established parƟ cularly if any forest land is planned for disposal 
from forest status. 

3. ConƟ nue to work with the Forest Service to allow for non-motorized access to forest land in 
the vicinity of the town.

 

Topic Cross Reference
Because many of the topics in the comprehensive plan are inter-related, parƟ cularly to land 
use, below is a chart that conveys where addiƟ onal related topics may be found.

Chapter For more informaƟ on on:
Environment Natural hazards (and impacts on development), living with nature
CirculaƟ on Roads, access and geƫ  ng around town
UƟ liƟ es Town water service and on-site wastewater treatment
FaciliƟ es and Services Town faciliƟ es and services, regional services
Land Use ExisƟ ng land use and predicted future land use




